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 Another change will be the job of putting together our 
newsletter. After this issue the newsletter will be taken over by 
Dalton Green. Dalton will be putting together the winter issue 
of our newsletter. He has been a part of our Hereford family 
since he began showing Herefords back when as they say, “he 
was a little guy.”

 As I close this President’s Report, I want to take the oppor-
tunity to wish each of you a very Merry Christmas. I pray that 
you will all be able to spend time with your families remember-
ing the “true reason for the season.”

 Just thinking:  Dear Lord, please guide me to 
choose the right words when I have a disagreement 
with others. Please help me to be “quick to listen” 
and “slow to speak.”

 Fall is upon us. �e year is slowly winding down. 2020 
will certainly be remembered and will certainly be talked 
about. But as Hereford breeders, we need to be “pushing 
forward, not setting back, sitting down, and sitting still.” 
We have an awesome product; we just need to get the word 
out there to potential customers. 

 �e world of Hereford genetics is changing everyday 
and we must be ready to change as well. �ink about this, 
“are you one who shows appreciation to and for the people 
who come and purchase genetics from your farm?” If not, 
you need to. More about that later. 

   �ere have been big changes about since the last issue. �e 
Georgia National Fair was canceled because of concerns 
over Covid-19. But the junior shows that have always been 
a part of the fair will still be held on the dates originally 
scheduled. �e NILE at Louisville, KY will go as scheduled. 
But the National Western in Denver, CO has been canceled. 
I am confused why one feels like it is okay to have the show 
while the other does not. Not criticizing the decisions; just 
wondering what went into their decisions. 

   �e Georgia Cattlemen’s Association has decided to 
separate their state convention from the Beef Expo. It will 
be held in January at the Georgia National Fairgrounds in 
Perry. 

   �e sales normally held the weekend of the Beef Expo are 
going to be held that same weekend but will be “stand 
alone.” �e Georgia Hereford Association sale will be held 
that weekend. Same great Hereford genetics, but a di�erent 
schedule. Hopefully, it will be better for the breeders who 
consign and be more “buyer friendly.”

 �e Board of Directors of the Georgia Hereford Asso-
ciation has made a decision to separate the positions of 
“secretary” and “treasurer.” Diann Strickland, board 
member from Mershon, will assume the duties of secretary. 
All correspondence can be directed to her. Wes Smith will 
continue as treasurer. 
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Dear fellow Hereford Breeders, 

	 As I write this letter for our Georgia Newsletter, off the heals of attending our annual meeting 
and the World Hereford Conference in Kansas City, that was attended by 20 countries, was such an 
exciting event! This breed is on fire in the U.S. and worldwide! While in Kansas City during the Annual 
Meeting their were 3 new national board members elected. Congratulations to Bryan Blinson, Phil Ellis, 
and Joe Ledbetter! We look forward to your leadership in the upcoming years! 

Back in August, we had our first Georgia Hereford Association face to face meeting in 
quite some time. A lot was accomplished, and a lot of excitement was building there. It was very 
invigorating for all of our board members. One thing we discussed is the possibility of a GHA sale next 
spring. Cody Cleveland is chairing that committee along with Breck Debnam and Shelly McQuaig. 
We have had a quite a bit of interest as we have discussed the possibility of hosting a Spring sale. If 
you have interest in putting cattle in our Spring 
sale that are Hereford, or Hereford influenced, 
please contact one of those board members 
listed above, in order for us to start building this 
sale. 

Our events committee chaired by 
Diann Strickland and Charles Woodward, Brian 
Massengale, and Cody Cleveland are working 
on what used to be Herefords in the Cove to 
design it into an event that rotates around the 
state to different locations in order to reach 
more members. Also, our bylaws committee 
chaired by Cody Cleveland, Bob Neligan, and 
Bill Sims, are working to update our bylaws 
in order to align then with what the National 
Hereford Association is doing. I would also 
like to give a special “thank you” to Elizabeth 
Sanders. She is doing a phenomenal job with 
keeping our newsletter current, as well as 
she is in the process of updating our website. 
There’s a lot of excitement in the breed as well 
in Georgia. Our Juniors have some awesome 
events going on as well. 

Tommy Mead

President 
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Georgia Hereford Association Membership List
CAILAN ALLEY
873 GA HWY 125 S	
TIFTON GA 31794

BRANDY ALLEY
378 HORACE REED ROAD	
DANIELSVILLE GA 30633

CAROL & ERIC ASHWORTH
679 CARSON ROAD	
COMMERCE  GA 30530

MEGAN ATKINS	
2271 PIEDMONT HIGHWAY	
CEDARTOWN  GA 30125

ROY E. BARNES
31 ATLANTA STREET
MARIETTA GA 30060

MICHAEL & PATSY BENNETT	
4301 POST ROAD	
CUMMING GA 30040

LARRY B.  BOGGS
71 GARST RD
CARROLLTON GA 30116

JOSH BRANCH
493 BENJAMIN H HILL DR.
FITZGERALD  GA 31750

ANNA BRANCH
493 BENJAMIN H HILL DR. SW
FITZGERALD  GA 31750

R. RYAN & JAMIE C. BRANNEN
3320 OLD DELL RD	
PORTAL GA 30450

BOBBY BRANTLEY	
1750 WOMMACK BRANTLEY RD	
TENNILLE GA 31089

BUD BRANYON
3226 HIGHWAY 252	
HONEA PATH SC 29654

KEN & RENE BROGDON	
13519 HWY 112
IRWINTON GA 31042

LEE BROWN
43 WATSON MILL RD	
COMER  GA 30629

APRIL & JEREMY BURNEY
953 JS PERRY RD	
RENTZ GA 31075

JOSH CLAXTON
145 NEW HOME CHURCH RD	
WRIGHTSVILLE GA 31096

C. PORTER CLAXTON, JR.
240 UPPER FLAT CREEK RD
WEAVERVILLE NC 28787

CODY CLEVELAND
132 ROBERTS LANE	
COLQUITT GA 39837

DOUG & CAROLINE DAVIDSON
595 MARSH CREEK DR	
JOHNS CREEK GA 30097

JORDAN DIXON
2005 HWY 76 WEST	
CLAYTON GA 30525

GLENN DUNCAN
1397 MANLEY RD	
GRIFFIN GA 30223

RHONDA DUNCAN	
1245 MILLIGAN CREEK RD	
ROOPVILLE GA 30170
DALE & KIM DYLONG	
1062 GUM CREEK RD	
OXFORD GA 30054

KIM DYLONG
1140 GUM CREEK RD	
OXFORD GA 30054

HARDY III & HARDY IV ED-
WARDS
505 LEM EDWARDS RD	
WINTERVILLE GA 30683

KEN & SUE ENTREKIN	
3281 HUMMINGBIRD LN	
HIAWASSEE GA 30546

BRAD FORREST
101 WEST MAIN
SALUDA SC 29138

BRANDON & NICOLE FOWLER
1100 DOLLIE PHILLIPS RD	
CARNESVILLE GA 30521

HOUSTON FOWLER	
1100 DOLLIE PHILLIPS RD	
CARNESVILLE GA 30521

L. TOM GAY
2907 LOG CABIN DR	
ATLANTA GA 30339

RON & AMBER GILBERT	
3180 YOHAN HOMER RD	
LULA GA 30554

JIM L. GILLIS
P.O. BOX 456
SOPERTON GA 30457

JUSTINE GILLIS
P.O. BOX 456
SOPERTON GA 30457

KYLE & JENNIFER GILLOOLY	
2731 RIVER RD
WADLEY GA 30477

DALTON & EMILY GREEN	
1165 VELLER RD
LAFAYETTE GA 30728

JOHN A. GREEN
359 CLOVERDALE RD
RISING FAWN  GA 30738

THAD MASON HALEY
648 OLD RIVER ROAD
EASTMAN GA 31023

WENDY HALEY	
	   
MICHAEL (JR) HALL
448 S MARBLE ST.
ROCKMART  GA 30153

JONNY & PAUL HARRIS
334 K-VILLE RD
SCREVEN GA 31560

TONI HARRIS
334 K-VILLE RD
SCREVEN GA 31560

WINTON HARRIS, JR
493 CANA OF GALILEE CT
TUCKER GA 30084

GARY R. HEDRICK
1475 CANTON RD, STE 100
MARIETTA GA 30066

DEBBIE (RAY) HICKS
660 SEABURN VICKERY RD
STATESBORO GA 30461

COOPER J. HILL	
3233 SCARLET OAKS RD NW
CLEVELAND TN 37312

ANDREA & BRANDON HORN-
BUCKLE
227 SIX MILE CREEK RD
SOMERVILLE AL 35670

WHITEY & WEYMAN HUNT
P.O. BOX 488
MADISON  GA 30650

BRANDI HURD
126 CRAID RD NE
RANGER  GA 30734

MOLLY & DALE II  JACKSON
229 E. NEW ENGLAND DR
ELKTON FL 32033

THOMAS R. JOHNSON
7731 BASTONVILLE RD
WARRENTON GA 30828

CHRIS JUKES
1621 OLD WADLEY RD
SWAINSBORO GA 30401

DERYL & RYAN KEESE
P O BOX 1057
SENECA SC 29678

KYLE & CAROLE KNIGHT
2833 VINEYARDS CREEK 
CHURCH RD
COMER  GA 30629

RONNIE & ELAINE LANCASTER
14 NORTH COOK ST
MILAN GA 31060

DALTON LANCE
526 CLARK FARM ROAD
TWIN CITY  GA 30471

MORGAN LANCE
526 CLARK FARM ROAD
TWIN CITY  GA 30471

ANNELISE LANCE
688 KELLEY RD
CLEVELAND GA 30528

MORGAN LANCE
3320 OLD DILL RD
PORTAL GA 30450

RICKY & JOYCE LANE
404 LANE RD
CARROLLTON GA 30117

SHANNON & CAROL LAWRENCE
1754 MILLIANS PRICE RD
KITE GA 31049

TAYLOR LEVIN
192 WYLIE ROAD
DUBLIN  GA 31021

WENDY LOWE
136 LUMBER OAKS LANE
TALKING ROCK GA 30175

BILLY MARTIN
1359 COUNTY LINE RD
CUMMING GA 30040

BRYAN & TONYA
MASSENGALE
921 LAWSHE RD
SENOIA GA 30276

JERRY D MCANALLY
110 C&J RANCH ROAD
TALKING ROCK GA 30175

J.W. MCCALLUM
4191 FITZGERALD HWY
AMBROSE  GA 31512

TERRY MCCONNELL
1300 JACKSON GROVE RD
TRAVERLERS REST SC 29690

TODD MCDONALD
2715 US HIGHWAY 41 S
PERRY GA 31069

ANGIE MCGINNIS
2810 MACEDONIA CHURCH RD
DANIELSVILLE GA 30633

PAUL & SHELLY MCQUAIG
P O BOX 364
ILA  GA 30647

KAYLA EDWARDS & 
ANTHONY MCQUEEN
2094 SLATE MINE RD SE
FAIRMOUNT GA 30139

THOMAS H. MEAD, JR.
1222 REEVES ROAD
MIDVILLE GA 30441

JACK L. & TAMMY D. MEEKS
4000 NICHOLLS RD
NICHOLLS GA 31554

IVAN & BRANDI MILLS
56 MILLS RD
TWIN CITY  GA 30471

NATHAN MITCHELL
463 ROSEWOOD DRIVE
WEST GREEN GA 31567

RICKEY J. & SUE MURDOCK
740 RED BELT RD
CHICKAMAUGA GA 30707

KEENE & MATTHEW MURPHY
3432 RED BUD ROAD NE
CALHOUN GA 30701

TAYLOR J. NEIGHBORS
525 DISTRICT LINE RD
AMERICUS GA 31709

BOB NELIGAN
485 MILLEDGEVILLE RD
EATONTON GA 31024

WILLIAM E. (BILL) NUTT
1418 SIXTH ST ROAD
CEDARTOWN GA 30125

SETH & KATIE PENLAND
4005 PARKS RD	FLOWERY
BRANCH GA 30542

MARGARET & BILL PLATTER
2901 ATHENS HWY
MADISON  GA 30650

CAMERON PRICE
2270 OLD COLUMBUS RD
OPELIKA  AL 36804

CLIFFORD PULSIFER
200 FAIRGROUNDS BLVD
WARNER ROBINS GA 31093

TAMMY PULSIFER
200 FAIRGROUNDS BLVD
WARNER ROBINS GA 31093
KEN & MARIE RENEGAR
2105 SAPP RD
COTTONDALE FL 32431

CAMDEN REYNOLDS
1392 ROLAND HARYES PKWY
CALHOUN GA 30528

KATIE REYNOLDS
1392 ROLAND HARYES PKWY
CALHOUN GA 30528

SETH & ALESHA RIDLEY
1144 HIGHWAY 225 N
CHATSWORTH GA 30705

LESLIE RIGSBY
244 PACHITLA RD
CUTHBERT GA 39840

DON R. RITCHIE
141 PLEMONS RD
CRANDALL GA 30711

CHARLENE & HANNAH ROBERTS
296 BUD HUTCHESON RD
DOUGLAS GA 31535

KEVIN ROBINSON
190 N PINO RD
MOCKSVILLE  NC 27028

CHELSEA RONEY
200 FAIRGROOUNDS BLVD
WARNER ROBINS GA 31093

CLINT & RONDA SANDERS
724 COOK STILL RD
MILAN GA 31060

APRIL  SELPH
1741 GA HWY 117
RENTZ GA 31075

TRAVIS OR GRACIE SIMMONS
6550 GA HWY 26 W	
ELLAVILLE GA 31806

WILLIAM (BILL) SIMS	
6062 JEFFERSON RD	
COMMERCE GA 30529

DONNIE SMITH
187 YOUNGS FARM RD	
CEDARTOWN GA 30125

MICAH SMITH		   
GENE & PAM SMITH
141 GIBSON ST
HIGHLANDS NC 28741

WES & CARLA SMITH
310 MAGNOLIA AVE
THOMASTON GA 30286

PAUL & MALINDA SMITH
P.O. BOX 901
WATKINSVILLE GA 30677

CHARLES EDWARD SMITH, SR.
1095 CHARLES SMITH RD
WADLEY GA 30477

STEPHANIE SOUZA
5891 SE 140TH ST
SUMMERFIELD FL 34491

DIANN STRICKLAND
P.O. BOX 128
MERSHON GA 31551

ANGIE H. SWEARINGEN
P O BOX 247
REYNOLDS GA 31076

DANIEL & WINSTON TANNER
3189 FM 1326
DEKALB TEXAS  75559

ANGIE & BRENT TERRY
142 AGAN RD
CAVE SPRINGS GA 30124

BRENT TERRY
142 AGAN RD
CAVE SPRINGS GA 30124

TRAVIS & SUE TURNQUIST
260 BATTERY FARM RD NE
ROME GA 30161

MEGAN & ADAM VERNER
202 CHILDERS RD
SMITHVILLE GA 31787

TOM WATSON
P O BOX 2553
OCALA FL 34478

JOHN WATSON
24605 HWY 193
LAFAYETTE GA 30728

TRUMAN & STARR WHALEY
2634 SOUTH RIVERBEND RD
DALTON GA 30721

MACIE WILSON
7440 WEST S.R. 238
LAKE BUTLER FL 32054

MILEY WILSON
7440 WEST S.R. 238
LAKE BUTLER FL 32054

CHARLES, ALEXIS &
GRACIE WOODARD
171 MCDONALD ROAD
COVINGTON GA 30014

CRAIG WOODARD
181 MCDONDALD ROAD
COVINGTON GA 30014

RICHARD B. & ELLY WORSHAM
4188 SGODA RD
MACON  GA 31217

JORDAN WORTHEY
901 HALL STATION RD NW
ADAIRSVILLE GA 30103
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A Trip Up the Mountain

This past Fall I had the great opportunity of spending 
some time in Walden, Colorado working for the Medicine Bow 
Outfitters owned by the Florell family. My main job was to help 
Mr. Jarred Florell and Paul Clancy escort hunters and their gear 
from the Ranch to the Base Camp and then on to a Drop Camp. 
Each leg of the trip was 3-8 miles. Horse drawn wagons and a 
string of riding horses would meet the hunters at the ranch and 
we would begin the trip back to Base Camp. This was a good 
time to get a feel of the guests riding experience and to get to 
know them one on one. 

	 Once at Base Camp, gear was loaded onto pack horses, and we started our trip up 
the mountain to the drop camps. Now you must remember that I’m new to this country and 
unfamiliar with the trails. So, when we struck out with Mr. Jarred and three pack horses in tow, 
five hunters who had not ridden since they were young boys, and myself, leading another 
three pack horses into thick Aspen woods, you wouldn’t have been wrong to say I was awful 
curious how this was all going to turn out. Thankfully I had Mr. Jarred leading the way and 
my main task was make sure no hunters fell off or pack horses ran away. We rode for what 
seemed like hours through these woods, gaining elevation regularly all the while still only 
being able to see maybe fifteen feet in any direction I would look. We went up and down, 
through creeks and mud bogs crossed downed logs. Then seemingly all at once, the woods 
gave way to this enormous bald face of the mountain and as the thirteen head of horses 
stepped their way across, I was able to see just how far we had come. I could see Base 
Camp, and the Ranch, and the town of Walden.

	 Each trip I took up that mountain I always looked forward to that moment when the 
trees opened, and we rode across the face of the mountain. It took me a few trips before 
it hit me, but this is so very similar to how God works in our life. We don’t know His plan and 
may feel like we are lost in the Aspens of life. But if we stick to His Path and look towards 
his guidance, we eventually make our way out of the Aspens and come out onto that 
mountain face where everything is revealed. We see just how amazing He is. We see how 
far he has brought us, through our own doubts, our struggles through the creeks and the 
bogs of life, the tiring climb that seems to never end. His timing is perfect and while it is hard 
or sometimes impossible for us to see in the moment, there is a purpose for everything. “For 
I know the Plans I have for you, declares The Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give 
you a future and a hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11 ESV)

	 I would like to encourage you to not wait until the mountain to praise Him, but to be 
thankful in the bogs and the creeks knowing that He is guiding you through these hurdles 
and it is all meant to build a stronger relationship with Him. I know life can get stressful. 
Bills add up, cars break down, that guy at work is just an extra bit of a jerk, but if we know 
God has a plan for us and ultimately for everyone, we can start to be a light for Christ in 
every aspect of our life. You never know who you are going to impact with your actions 
throughout your day, shouldn’t we do our best to make sure those actions point as many 
people to Christ as we possibly can?

Keep Climbing That Mountain, Trevor Lamar Norris
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Herefords in the Cove 2025: 
A Day of Learning, Recognition, and Celebration

On August 2nd, the Georgia Hereford Association hosted its annual Herefords in the Cove 
event in the scenic town of Rock Spring, Georgia. This year’s gathering brought together 
GHA members and supporters for a day filled with education, recognition, and community spirit.

The event kicked off with two insightful educational sessions led by industry experts. Stacy 
Sanders from the American Hereford Association 
opened the first session with a hands-on walkthrough 
of MyHerd, the AHA’s online platform. Attendees 
learned how to navigate the site for Expected 
Progeny Differences (EPD) searches and gained 
clarity on the different access levels available to 
guests versus registered members.

The second session featured Dr. Andrew Griffith from 
the University of Tennessee's Institute of Agriculture, 

who delivered a timely presentation on current cattle 
market trends. Dr. Griffith highlighted key observations, 
including 

the slow pace of heifer retention and the financial 
pressure on margin operators. He also discussed the 
broader implications of high cattle prices, noting that 
import levels may remain elevated compared to 
previous years.

A special moment during the event was the 
induction of two outstanding members into the 
Georgia Hereford Association Hall of Fame. Taylor 
Neighbors and Bill Sims were honored for their 
years of dedication and service to the GHA. Their 
contributions have left a lasting impact, and the 
association extends heartfelt congratulations and 
gratitude to both.

The day concluded with a delicious beef dinner, 
followed by a lively auction to support the Juniors. 
Guests enjoyed entertainment from a bluegrass 
band, rounding out the evening with music, laughter, 
and camaraderie.

Stacy Sanders; American 
Hereford Association

Dr. Andrew Griffith; University of 
Tennessee’s Institute of Agriculture

Bluegrass Band



Why are we worried about New  
World Screwworm today?

NWS is endemic in Cuba, Haiti, the Dominican 
Republic and countries in South America, with cases 
spreading north to Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras, 
Guatemala, Belize, El Salvador and Mexico.1

  Although the United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) eradicated NWS 
from the United States in 1966 using sterile 
insect technique, there is a constant risk of                    
re-introduction into the United States.1

  Since 2006, the United States and Panama have 
maintained a barrier zone in eastern Panama.2

• This barrier zone prevents NWS from moving 
north from South America to screwworm-free 
areas in Central and North America.2

  In 2023, APHIS confirmed an unprecedented 
number of NWS cases in Panama.2

• Since then, cases have been detected in every 
Central American country and Mexico.2

  NWS can threaten the livelihood of livestock 
producers.2

• It can cause millions of dollars’ worth of 
production losses and economic damage.2

• Screwworm also pose a threat to humans in 
infested areas.2

  During the 20th century, the presence of NWS 
cost the U.S. livestock industry more than $100 
million annually.3

  Another incursion into the United States could 
cost millions of dollars from livestock losses, trade 
embargoes and eradication work.4

  Pets, livestock, wildlife and even humans may 
4

What to look for?

  Look for the following signs in livestock or any 
warm-blooded animals2:

• Irritated behavior

• Head shaking

• The smell of decay

• Presence of maggots in a wound (see images 
on next page)

  Egg masses may be around or in the wound; 
larvae may be visible by the third day of 
infestation.4

  Because they feed on live flesh, NWS maggots 
may burrow deep into wounds or openings, while 
other species of maggots may appear around the 
outer surface of the wound.4

  Screwworm infestations are very painful. Animals 
may become depressed, stop eating and separate 
themselves from other animals or people.4 

 
 

What is New World Screwworm?

  New World Screwworm (NWS) is a devastating pest of livestock and other mammals. Screwworms are a fly 
larvae, or maggots, that burrow into the flesh of living animals causing serious, and even deadly, damage to 
the animal. 

  For USDA updates, visit: www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/cattle/ticks/screwworm

NEW WORLD 
SCREWWORM 
FACTS
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What do I do if I suspect an animal  
has New World Screwworm?

  Immediately report any 
suspicious wounds, maggots 
or infestations to a local 
accredited veterinarian, 
your State Animal 

USDA 

(www.aphis.usda.
gov/contact/animal-
health).4

What if there’s an infestation in my area?

  In areas where NWS is found, measures should be 
implemented to prevent animal wounds and avoid 
NWS myiasis.5

• For example, to the extent possible, eliminate 
or delay performing wounding procedures such 
as dehorning, branding, shearing, ear notching, 
tail docking and castration.5

• Untreated umbilical cords of newborn animals 
and foot lesions are commonly infested sites. 
Immediately treat all wounds with approved 
insecticides; it may also be prudent to follow 
up with precautionary spraying of animals with 
insecticide before transport.5 

 

 

 

Could a New World Screwworm infestation lead to 
quarantines or stop movement orders?

  According to the USDA NWS Disease Response 
Strategy, quarantines and movement controls will 

5

  USDA may impose a federal area quarantine and 
restrict interstate commerce from the infested 
states, asking the states (or adjoining countries) 
to provide resources to maintain and enforce the 
quarantine.5

• State quarantines may be placed on individual 
infested animals or premises with infested 
animals.5

• Of most importance is the control of livestock 
movement within and out of an infested area, 
using a system that requires inspection for 
wounds and myiasis. This may include permit 
requests for permitted movement.5

  All decisions in regard to quarantine and 
movement control will be based on science-
based assessments of the current extent of NWS 
infestation, risk of spread and the interaction 
of other factors, such as seasonal climate and 
weather conditions.5
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1. https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/cattle/ticks/screwworm

2. https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/pest-alert-new-world-screwworm.pdf

3. Novy, J.E. 1991. Screwworm control and eradication in the Southern United States of America. Special Issue of World 

Animal Review FAO, pp. 18–27. https://www.fao.org/4/u4220t/u4220T0a.htm. Accessed 4/22/25.

4. https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/bro-new-world-screwworm.pdf

5. https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/nws_myiasis_disease_strategy.pdf

Image pg. 1: https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/cattle/ticks/screwworm 

Images pg. 2: https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/bro-new-world-screwworm.pdf
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Safety in the Livestock Industry- Sometimes We Just Need a Reminder 
	 I recently had the opportunity to produce 3 safety videos for our fund members at AgriTrust of Georgia 
regarding livestock safety. As cattlemen safety is something that we often do not think about. We spend time 
thinking about how to make cattle gain more pounds for less money, if our health protocol is really effective, 
and how to put up enough hay to get us through the winter. While these are all legitimate concerns (and I 
know there are many others) one of the most important things that we can pause to think about is our own 
safety and wellbeing when handling our livestock. 

With the help of a seasoned industry professional I, along with the other staff at AgriTrust, produced a three-part 
video regarding cattle handling and how to stay safe while working cattle. I would like to recap these three 
video segments for you to help you think about some things that may help you stay safe when working cattle. 

	 One of the three video segments was regarding general cattle behavior. Before working your own 
cattle or helping someone else work their cattle, it is always important to survey the cattle you are working and 
get a feel for their temperament. Different cattle breeds have different temperaments. Sometimes bulls will 
have a worse temperament than cows or heifers. Likewise, oftentimes a cow that has just calved may have a 
higher temperament than one that is bred or open and not recently calved. It’s also important to recognize 
that each individual animal is different with their own personality as well. Some cattle are higher headed then 
others and should be approached with more caution. Likewise, cattle that are in a group are generally more 
likely to be calm than an animal that is by itself. 

	 The majority of our workers compensation claims at AgriTrust that have involved cattle also involve 
gates. This is, in large part what our second segment of our safety video was about. This segment was titled 
facilities and equipment. If you have been around cattle for any reasonable amount of time, then you know 
that having good facilities can make all the difference between a really good day of working cattle and a 
really really bad day of working cattle.   I would encourage you to take some time to inspect your facilities 
starting with your gates. Ask yourself the following questions: are there any pinch points in my gates where I 
could be crushed? Do my gates swing in the direction that is best for the flow of cattle? Do I have an escape 
plan in when in my pens? Is there a spot that I need to be cautious of a gate being kicked or headbutted and 
it hitting me? These are all situations that commonly cause injuries or, if they were thought, out may could have 
prevented an injury. Also, regarding facilities, it is very important to make sure that your squeeze chute has a 
way out, such as a palp cage, if you are going to be working behind the animal.  It is also a safety feature to 
have bars to put across alleys or sliding gates to keep cattle from backing up and keep yourself out of harms 
way if you have a need to be in an alley while there are cattle in the alley. I would also encourage you to pay 
attention to the lighting in your working facility and in your barns. It is important to remind ourselves that cattle 
like to move toward light and not away from it. Keeping good lighting can prevent backup and potential for 
injury. 

	 The third component of our AgriTrust video project was in regard to safety around trailering. When 
trailering, it is important to try and avoid getting in the trailer with the cattle. You may have to jump into the 
trailer to shut a cut gate. In this event, be mindful of the fact that the gate could come back to hit you if the 
cattle were to turn around. It’s important to keep cattle moving at a swift pace when loading a big group 
to prevent the cattle in the front of the group from turning around and coming back out before getting the 
back of the group loaded. When unloading it is the safest practice to try and do as much as you can from the 
outside of the trailer to get the cattle to move out. It is also important to use an extension of your arm, such as a 
flag, paddle, or stick, to signal the cattle to move rather than sticking your arm through the side of the trailer. 

	 If you are reading this article as an experienced cattleman, you may be thinking to yourself that these 
are very common-sense practices. However, we see that many accidents occur due to complacency. So, it’s 
important for all of us to take a step back every now and then and remind ourselves of the things that should 
always be on our mind. There may be an area that we have gotten lax in when it comes to safety protocol on 
our cattle operations, not on purpose but just from the day-to-day necessities that are on our mind. I hope that 
reading this will allow you to take inventory of your own safety practices and lead you to think of other safety 
concerns that may not be mentioned in this article. Discuss these concerns with your fellow cattle producers 
when you see them and let us cultivate a culture of safety in this industry that we are all blessed to work in. 

Happy Trails and God Bless, 

Dalton C. Green, Field Services Representative for AgriTrust of Georgia 

AgriTrust of Georgia is a self-insured workers compensation group fund for Georgia Agribusiness. If you employ 
people on your operation, we would appreciate the opportunity to earn your business. You can find more 
information on www.agritrust.biz. 
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Bill Sims
Apple Valley Farm

James Taylor Neighbors
Taylor Neighbors

Congratulations to our recent
Georgia Hereford Association

Hall of Fame Inductees



Winter Supplementation and Body Condition Change Affect Cow 
Performance and Long-Term Calf Outcomes in Spring-Calving Herds

Paul Beck, Oklahoma State University Extension Beef Cattle Nutrition Specialist

 
Nutritional management of beef cows during the winter months has lasting impacts on reproductive 

performance of the cow, calf health, and overall herd productivity in spring-calving herds. Recent 

research evaluating minimal and flexible supplementation strategies using distillers grains–based 

protein supplements for May-calving cows grazing native range compared three programs: a low 

daily rate (0.5 lb/cow/day), a standard rate (1.0 lb/cow/day), and a flexible strategy where cows 

were supplemented only during periods of environmental stress such as snow cover or cold rain. 

Supplementation began in January and ended about 30 days before calving.

 

Although cows receiving the lower supplementation rate were lighter at calving and tended to 

remain lighter at breeding, there were no differences among treatments in body condition score, 

pregnancy rate, calf birth weight, weaning weight, or subsequent feedlot performance and carcass 

characteristics. These results indicate that flexible supplementation during stressful weather can 

maintain productivity while reducing feed costs—a valuable option when winter feed prices are high.
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Maintaining adequate cow body condition during late gestation, however, remains critical for both 

cow and calf success. Loss of body condition late in pregnancy can reduce colostrum quality and 

immunoglobulin content, weakening calf immunity and increasing disease susceptibility. Severe 

nutritional restriction in late gestation also decreases birth weight, especially in young cows, and 

can compromise the calf’s immune development. Additionally, nutrient restriction during pregnancy 

has been shown to result in calves with lower weaning weights, reduced post-weaning and finishing 

performance, lighter carcasses, and less marbling—clear evidence that maternal nutrition influences 

lifetime growth and carcass quality.

 

This phenomenon, known as fetal programming, describes how poor nutrition, heat stress, or other 

challenges during gestation can permanently affect offspring performance and reproduction. 

Maternal undernutrition can delay puberty and lower fertility in replacement heifers while reducing 

feedlot performance and carcass quality in steers.

 

Collectively, these studies underscore the importance of managing cow nutrition strategically 

through the winter. Flexible supplementation programs can reduce costs without sacrificing 

reproductive success, but cows must maintain moderate body condition to support calf health, 

feedlot efficiency, and long-term productivity. Well-planned winter nutrition programs enhance 

economic efficiency, animal resilience, and the sustainability of beef production systems in variable 

environments.

 

Take-Home Message: 

Flexible supplementation programs that target environmental stress periods can help reduce 

winter feed costs without compromising cow performance. However, maintaining adequate body 

condition through late gestation is essential to ensure optimal calf immunity, fertility, growth, and 

carcass quality. Investing in balanced winter nutrition not only supports this year’s calf crop—it builds 

long-term productivity, fertility, and resilience across the cowherd.

 

Dr. Dave Lalman, OSU Extension beef cattle specialist, explains how to determine the exact amount 

of supplementation your herd needs — no more, no less, on SunUpTV from November 1, 2025 at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fEvHqrDTO1c
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BULLS & COWS
FOR SALE

Contact our Georgia Hereford 
Breeders for your next cattle purchase. 

BOBBY BRANTLEY, Tennille, GA 31089 
478-553-8598 

TOMMY MEAD, 1222 Reeves Rd., Midville, GA 30441 
706-339-0201 

JONNY HARRIS, GREENVIEW FARMS 
334 K-ville Rd., Screven, GA 31560, 912-294-2470 

JOHN A. WATSON, JR. 
24605 Hwy. 193, LaFayette, GA 30728, 423-834-3451 

J. TAYLOR NEIGHBORS HEREFORDS 
525 District Line Rd., Americus, GA, 229-924-0091 

TOMMY JOHNSON, JOHNSON POLLED HEREFORDS 
Warrenton, GA 30828, 706-339-4607 
Bred heifers and bulls 18 months and up, $1,500 each 

LEONARD POLLED HEREFORDS 
P.O. Box 280, Chatsworth, GA 30705 
Sherman Leonard Cell 706-280-9490, 
Seth Ridley 706-463-5331, Matt McCurdy 706-280-9002

APPLE VALLEY FARM 
6062 Jefferson Rd., Commerce, GA 30529 
706-614-1255, bsimsins@windstream.net 

PORTER CLAXTON, CLAXTON FARM LLC 
240 Upper Flat Creek, Weaverville, NC 28787 
828-645-9127, cpcfarm@msn.com 
12 young bulls, 6-11 months of age 

TWIN CREEKS MOUNTAIN FARM 
Roger Ledford, Farm Manager 
3281 Hummingbird Lane, Hiawassee, GA 30546 
706-897-1081, twincreeksmountainfarm.com 
Registered Polled Hereford bulls and cows for sale.

WES SMITH, 706-648-4210 
Bulls for sale - Horned Hereford and Angus 

INNISFAIL FARM 
Weyman Hunt, 706-474-0536, 
Whitey Hunt 706-342-5353 
P.O. Box 488, Madison, GA 30650 

JOHN BAILEY - COVEYSET FARM 
706-859-1061, coveyset1@aol.com
Polled Hereford bull, cows and heifers (some three in ones) 
for sale. Hometown 10Y and Homegrown 8Y 

GREEN TRADITIONS FARM DALTON & EMILY GREEN 
LaFayette, GA 423-385-5475 greenagri98@gmail.com 

MURDOCK FARM Rickey Murdock 
Chickamauga, GA 423-365-1537 

KEENE MURPHY 
3432 Red Bud Rd. Calhoun, GA 30701 
770-355-2192 

If you would like to be added to the bulls and cows list 
please contact Dalton Green 423-385-5475
greenagri98@gmail.com

E-mail: dbfarm39@yahoo.com
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Nomination form is due by April 1st to: Diann Strickland • P.O. Box 128 • Mershon, GA 31551

PRESENT INDUCTEES:
J.E. Strickland • Mitchell “Mitch” Worsham

Robert Swearingen, Jr. • Howard Sheppard • E.D. Raulerson
James Hadden • Lucian Welty • Frank Thomas • M.B. Lane

Jimmy Worsham • Waunell Mile Strickland • Sam Zemurray
Bobby Brantley • Ray and Debbie Hicks • Charles E. Smith
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Dear Georgia Junior Hereford Members,

It is hard to believe that the time has already come 
again for yet another recap of Georgia Juniors and the 
many things they have accomplished. The biggest thing 
that has stood out to me throughout these past few shows is 
the amount of joy I continue to see around the barn on the 
Hereford Juniors' faces! The Hereford breed has always been full of passion and a love in 
the eyes of a showman or producer that wouldn’t want to be doing anything other than 
hanging out with their classic red and white calf. 

We have seen time and time again the continued success of young Georgia Juniors 
over the summer at the national level and these past few months on the state level. Recently 
members from across the state attended the Georgia National Fair where they educated 
fairgoers on their cattle and helped broaden people’s horizons about the livestock industry. 
Recently the Georgia Junior Hereford Association has gained many supporters and 
advocates that have helped juniors achieve their goals. During this year I have been able to 
serve as the Georgia Hereford Queen where I have been allowed the opportunity to support 
juniors from across the state by cheering them on in the biggest of moments. This position has 
given me a new point of view when it comes to motivating those around me. I have been 
in their shoes as I have shown many Herefords and now I am able to support those around 
me within a different role as they continue to show their heart and love of this breed that has 
given livestock a sense of tradition and meaning. 

The Georgia Hereford Queen program has been giving a new look this year as 
generous donors pitched in to update the sashes. We are so incredibly grateful for these new 
sashes, they show the classy beauty and tradition that the breed was built upon. Mrs. Brandi 
Mills has poured into this program to bring back the original meaning of this program. She 
leads with love, passion, and most of all reminds you to lead with dignity and belief in the 
breed. The past Georgia Hereford Queen, Nataleigh Belcher is nearing the end of her reign 
as the 2024-2025 National Hereford Queen. She will be passing on the sash and the legacy 
at the American Royal to the next girl that will follow in her footsteps. I have personally been 
able to witness the impact she has made on juniors across the nation. She has continued 
to make Georgia proud, as one of their own is going above and beyond in supporting the 
breed. The queen program has grown and it would be the same without those that continue 
to make it possible!

I would also like to highlight Hereford Juniors Conner McQuaig and Hoyt Lawrence. 
During the 2025 Georgia National Fair,  I was able to see first hand Georgia Juniors hard 
work pay off. A few highlights from my time at the Georgia National Fair would have to be 
the smile on Conner McQuaig's face when the judge came up for that breed champion 
slap as him and his heifer Ginny took home the treasured breed champion plaque, or the 
look on Hoyt Lawrence's face when he won 7th grade showmanship with one of his favorite 
show heifers winning his very first big buckle! These are just two examples, but they are 
the moments we live for within the breed. Seeing passion in young showmen’s eyes and 
witnessing first time big wins is something that will never get old. 

When the long hours and hard work pay off and you see the smile on that exhibitor's 
face you realize why this breed is so genuine and in my mind one of the best breeds of the 
industry. The connection between a showman and their calf is one that can’t be broken, 
these showmen share their success and congratulate those around them. I am so proud 
of Georgia Junior Hereford exhibitors and the support, friendships, and continued love of 
Hereford cattle.

Sincerely,
Emma Lawrence



17

Hereford Seed Stock - Freezer Beef
Dalton Green: 423-385-5475
Emily Green: 423-802-6341

greenagri98@gmail.com

$50.00
$20.00
$20.00
$10.00

dbfarm39@yahoo.com
1750 WOMMACK-BRANTLEY ROAD • TENNILLE, GEORGIA 31089

Charles & Alexis Woodward
Home: 770-786-9264
Cell: 678-725-2292
171 McDonald Road

Covington, GA 30014
charleswoodward171@gmail.com 

GHA c/o Tommy Johnson
7731 Bastonville Road
Warrenton, GA 30828
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Additional advertiser
is welcome on
this page.

Contact Elizabeth Sanders 
(229) 332-0013

georgiaherefordnewsletter@gmail.com
for information.
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Additional advertiser
is welcome on
this page.

Contact Elizabeth Sanders 
(229) 332-0013

georgiaherefordnewsletter@gmail.com
for information.



Balance

Reg. No. P44296384P44296384
Calved: 2/1/2021  •  Tattoo: BE 107

CE 8.0 MCW 102
BW -1.0 UDDR 1.40
WW 65 TEAT 1.40
YW 108 CW 90
DMI 0.8 FAT 0.117
SC 1.6 REA 0.73

SCF 21.7 MARB 0.19
MM 37 BMI$ 445

M&G 69 BII$ 536
MCE 2.1 CHB$ 134

CRR 66589 CRR 66589 BalanceBalance  107107 {DLF,HYF,IEF,MSUDF,MDF}

Semen: $$5050 / Straw; Non-certificate

  R LEADER 6964 {SOD}{DLF,HYF,IEF,MSUDF}

/S MANDATE 66589 ET {CHB}{DLF,HYF,IEF,MSUDF,MDF}

 P43834732 /S LADY DOMINO 0158X {DLF,HYF,IEF}

  NJW 73S W18 HOMEGROWN 8Y ET {SOD}{DLF,HYF,IEF,MSUDF,MDC}

CRR 8Y ECLIPSE 9102 {DLF,HYF,IEF,MSUDF,MDC}

 P44073981 CRR 021 ECLIPSE 281 {DOD}{DLP,HYP}

• Homozygous polled
• Balanced set of numbers with a BIG spread
• Super sound with a beautiful stride
• Impeccable phenotype
• Member of CRR’s 2022 National Western Champion Pen of Three

Hardy Edwards / 505 Lem Edwards Rd.  •  Winterville, GA 30683
Hardy 706-714-9012  •  Kim 706-206-6725
www.hmeherefords.com

18300 Co. Rd. 43  •  La Salle, CO 80645
Jane Evans Cornelius  •  970-371-0500 cell
Hampton and Kay  •  970-396-2935 cell
www.coyoteridgeherefords.com

Additional advertiser
is welcome on
this page.

Contact Elizabeth Sanders 
(229) 332-0013

georgiaherefordnewsletter@gmail.com
for information.

Greenview Farms Inc.
Supplying seed stock for southern

cattlemen for over 50 years.
JONNY AND PAUL HARRIS

334 K-VILLE RD, SCREVEN, GA 31560
912-586-6585 • CELL 912-294-2470
greenviewfarms@windstream.net

www.greenviewfarms.net


